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SECTION  1.  The  Legal  Profession 


A.  In  France 


1.  The  Practitioners 

Traditionally,  the  practicing  profession  in  France  knew  a  distinction  between  the 
as’tx'at,  who  prei>.irt*tl  the  siii)stantive  side  of  the  case  and  iu-giied  in  court,  and  the 
avoue,  who  handled  pnK'cdural  matters.*  No  comparable  distinction  was  drawn  for 
the  commerciiil  courts,  where  parties  were  represented  In  agrees. 

These  arrangements,  wlune  r{K)ts  go  back  to  the  Ancien  regime,  were  fiindamen- 
tally  alteretl  by  a  Liiw  of  31  December  1971  which  merged  the  avoc-ats,  avoues,  and 
agrees  into  a  single  profession  whose  meml>ers  are  c-alled  avcK-ats.*  Tlie  reform  did 
not  rt-ach  to  the  avtnies  at  the  Camrs  d’appel,  who  ret.un  their  identity,  nor  to  the 
avcK-ats  at  tlu*  Ccxinseil  d  Etat  and  at  the  Cour  de  cass«ttion.  These  latter,  bmited  in 

1.  F«v  a  the  Fremh  pntfession  IxTore  the  nTicms  uf  1971.  si'e  P.  Merzog,  Ch'rf 

Prix  nlurt-  in  hroncr  ta>-i  12  |  lytr-f.  StiH-luT,  Le  Barreuu  Francois,  in  I  nnai  InteniatiiMiale  des  Avoeuts.  Let 
Barrtaux  datis  If  Mimilf  uje2-2'i  119S9) 

2.  law  111  31  DeiemluT  19' i  IVtrtanI  riTorme  de  certaines  pnievkHais  /iidieuires  et  jiiridi(|ues,  art.  1. 
S»“e  alv*  the  iinpleinentiiit:  d*xrit*s  21  April,  y  June.  13  JuK  and  25  Auijiist  iy-2.  Fi»r  a  general  discus- 
suai  in  Fnckdi  the  retiiniis,  see  Herzi>K  ti  lierzttfc.  The  R«T».«Tn  li  the  Le^  Pnlessions  and  cf  Le|^  ,\id 


